
 
 

Simple Printmaking Activities: 

These activities are designed to help students learn the basics of the four main types of 

printmaking: relief, intaglio, stencil, and planography. 

 

Intaglio Printmaking: 

Relief means “from the raised surface.” In relief printmaking, “ink” is placed on the 

raised surface of the object or block to be printed. The object is then pressed onto a piece 

of paper, transferring the image to the paper. The printed image will be reversed left to 

right. 

 

Activity #2. For students in grades 4-6. 

Using the saved block from the Relief Printmaking activity, apply water based printing 

ink over the surface of the block by rolling a thick coat on with a brayer, or s cardboard 

squeegee (make this yourself). I find dark colors like black or brown work best. With a 

cloth, gently clean the surface of the plate, leaving the ink in the incised lines only. 

While the ink is still wet, place a piece of rice paper or other highly absorbent printing 

paper over the block. The paper should allow for a margin of at least an inch on every 

side. Using a wooden spoon, a “D Press,” or a classroom press like a wringer press   

transfer the ink from the block to the printing paper. The image will be reversed. Set the 

prints aside to dry. Repeat inking & printing several more times to create an edition. 

 

Teachers should try out the activity and create some prints of their own before having the 

kids do it. They may also need to demonstrate inking and printing the bocks. 

 

When the prints are finished set them aside to dry. When dry, have the children title, 

number and sign the prints just below the “bottom” edge of the print and have the 

students trade prints with friends*.  Save one copy from each student to matt and display. 

 

SAVE the block for use in intaglio printmaking. 

 

This project results in an edition, where more than one copy is made. 

 

Note: Bold face terms are printmaking vocabulary. 

 

* See the separate lesson on Signing and numbering prints. 


